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The industrial system of a nation, as well as its political system, 
ought to be a government of the people, by the people, for the people. 
Fa 


Wheat has been dropping in price for some weeks, but 
flour has not. Thus the eastern consumer and the western 
producer pay tribute to trusts and combinations. 


The universality of public alarm at the coal situation and 
prospects ought to convince the last doubter that it was a 
big mistake not to put a coal nationalization plank in the 
St. Louis platform, and that it would be a bigger one not to 


add a coal resolution to the platform at the Omaha con 
vention. 


President Roberts of the Pennsylvania railroad says that 
railroad combinations tend to promote legislation which will 
end in disaster to all corporate interests. However that 
may be, the end will be for the benefit of the people, who 
are bent upon taking these roads out of the field of specula- 
tion, and restoring them, through public conduct, to their 
legitimate function of cheap and equitable transportation. 


These are great days for nationalism. The Reading coal 
combine is doing a work, compared with which that of The 
New Nation, is indeed insignificant. The demonstration 
which it is giving for the benefit of the whole country, of 
the utter powerlessness of the people to protect themselves 
by any devices of law from oppressive combinations of 
capital, is worth a thousand car-loads of the most convincing 
nationalist tracts. 


“Looking Backward nearer than a Dream,” indeed. 


It is not popularly supposed and we presume it is not 
true that the judges of the supreme court of the United 
States are very strongly tinctured with nationalism. Never- 
theless the decision of that court, first announced by the late 
Chief Justice Waite in the Chicago warehouse cases and 
now reaffirmed in the New York grain elevator cases, goes 
far toward furnishing a legal vindication for the program of 
nationalization. That decision is to the effect that a state 
has the power to regulate the conduct and fix the prices of 
any business “affected with a public interest.” 

In dissenting from this opinion, Justice Brewer used this 
language, in which Justices Field and Brown coincided: 
“The paternal theory of government is to me odious. The 
utmost possible liberty to the individual, and the fullest 
possible protection to him and his property, is both the 
limitation and the duty of government. If it may regulate 
the price of one service, which is not a public service, or the 
compensation for the use of one kind of property which is 
not devoted to a public use, why may it not, with equal 
reason, regulate the price of all service and the compensa- 
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tion to be paid for the use of all property? And if so, 
Looking Backward is nearer than a dream.” 

Yes, your honors, “Looking Backward” is very much 
“nearer than a dream,” and it is partly because people are 
waking up to see that the restricted definition hitherto 
generally given to “ public business ” is a false, illogical and 
utterly inadequate interpretation and that not only the 
policeman’s, the judge’s, the soldier’s and the congressman’s 
are public businesses but that, as Chief Justice Waite said, 
all business “affected with a public interest” is public busi- 
ness and therefore should be regulated and organized by the 
people through their agents in the manner tending most 
effectually to serve the people’s interest. 

The New York Herald in commenting on the above 
decision takes sides with Justices Brewer, Field and Brown 
against the majority of the court, as follows: 

The majority of the supreme court says of it [the grain elevating 
business]: ‘‘ The public has an interest in the business and therefore 
it is subject to legislative control.’”’ But as Justice Brewer perti- 
nently asks, What business is there in which the public has not an 
interest ? The public is interested in the village store and in the 
city mercantile establishment. Every branch of trade and industry 
appeals to the community for patronage. Every branch is for the 
accomodation of the community. 

Very true; we compliment the Herald on the soundness 
of its logic. All these businesses and every other sort of 
business in which the welfare of the public is concerned or 
by the bad conduct of which that welfare might be injured, 
or, to use the Herald’s expression, which in any way “is for 
the accommodation of the community,” is public service. 

In a word any business that exists for the service of the 
public, is public service, and as such may properly be 
brought under public regulation. 

Grant this proposition, and the federal supreme court has 
decided that it is as good law as it is common sense, and 
you have conceded the whole basis of nationalism. 

Yes, decidedly, ‘ Looking Backward is nearer than a 
dream.” 


An Unaccountable Decision. 


We give elsewhere the text and particulars of the decision 
of the supreme court of Massachusetts against the consti- 
tutionality of the pending municipal fuel yard bill. 

Of course, a reform aiming at ends so radical as does 
nationalism, must expect to run against various snags in 
the forms of laws and constitutions, which represent the 
crystallized habits and prejudices of communities. We 
did not, however, expect that the municipal fuel yard bill 
would meet such an obstacle, nor do we believe that the 
supreme court wonld have affirmed its unconstitutionality 
if the nationalists had been permitted to present a brief. 

The whole question turned, as the court says, upon 
whether the selling of fuel to citizens by a municipality can 
be regarded as a public service. Last year the supreme 
court decided that the selling of gas to citizens by munici- 
palities was a public service, and that a bill giving munici- 
palities the power was constitutional. That is to say, the 
selling of fuel to be burned for lighting is a public service, 
but the selling of the same sort of fuel to be burned for 
heating is not a public service. Coal, it appears, may be 
constitutionally furnished to citizens from pipes, but not 
from carts. 

Are we to infer then that constitutionality in this instance 


is entirely a question of specific gravity, and that it is the 
gaseous form in which the commodity is used that makes 
the municipal lighting bill constitutional, while the munic- 
ipal fuel yard is unconstitutional? But no, this cannot be 
the explanation of the difference, for it is undoubtedly con- 
stitutional for the municipal lighting plants to sell coal to 
citizens in the form of coke after the gas has been ex- 
tracted. 

We think it will be hard to show the average lawyer and 
impossible to make laymen understand why if the municipal 
lighting*bill is constitutional, the municipal fuel yard bill 
is not so. 

The court says: “ We are not aware of any necessity why 
cities and towns should undertake this form of business any 
more than many others which have always been conducted 
by private enterprise, and we are not called upon to con- 
sider what extraordinary powers the commonwealth may 
exercise or may authorize cities and towns to exercise in 
extraordinary exigencies’ for the safety of the state or the 
welfare of the inhabitants.” 

We are at a loss to understand this language. Does the 
court mean to profess that it is “not aware” of the extraor- 
dinary condition of the coal supply business of the country, 
and the general public indignation and alarm which it has 
excited, amounting almost toa panic. Can the court say, in 
view of this situation, that it is “not aware of any neces- 
sity why cities and towns should undertake this form of 
business any more than many others”? What can the 
honorable justices mean by “extraordinary exigencies,” 
which might justify unusual measures for the relief of the 
public, if the present condition and prospects of the coal 
supply do not constitute such an exigency ? 

It is needless to say that we deeply deplore tke decision. 
At a time when capitalists and corporations are organizing 
and combining as never before to plunder the people, the 
supreme court of Massachusetts serves notice on the citi- 
zens of the state that they are forbidden to help them- 
selves. 


The Absurdity of all Anti-Trust Legislation. 


The demand for more legislation by Congress to prevent 
or break up the coal combination, which is still heard from 
some quarters, indicates remarkable ignorance of the facts 
in the case. 

The anti-trust law passed by Congress at its last session 
was as stringent in terms as any that should be suggested. 
It gives any person whose business is injured by the coal 
trust or any other, the right to sue and recover three times 
the loss sustained. Every district attorney in the United 
States is bound by the law as it stands to proceed against 
the trusts. In addition to the federal anti-trust law, nearly 
every Legislature, including Pennsylvania’s, has passed 
various sorts of laws to prevent combinations, so that there 
is, perhaps, no other one practice against which so much 
and so severe legislation has been directed as trusts in all 
their forms. 

Far from disagreeing with the trusts adverse laws seem 
to be just the sort of nourishment their systems crave. For 
the past six years they have been fattening on it and breed- 
ing like rabbits. 

If you would understand why all this anti-trust legislation 
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has amounted to nothing and why it must continue to 
accomplish nothing, consider what an absurdity it attempts. 

Here is a group of men who have concluded that quar- 
relling is expensive, and they had better unite. Govern- 
ment comes in and says: 

“Stop that harmonizing and go to fighting again. Fight or 
Tl fine you.” 

“ But we don’t want to fight,” the members of the group 
protest. “We have found out, after exhausting ourselves 
in fighting, that there is more money in harmony.” 

“T don’t care about that,” replies the government. “The 
rest of the business community is engaged in a free fight, 
and if you co-operate you will have an unfair advantage 
over them. So put up your fists and go at one another 
again like the rest. The competitive system must be main- 
tained if it costs half the product of labor to pay for its 
waste.” 

Perhaps the threat of the government may at last bring 
the would-be friends to put up their fists, but it will be 
nothing but a sham fight. Having once learned the profit 
of co-operation, they will continue to practice it by secret 
understanding, if not openly. 

The fact of it is simply this: the trusts have adopted the 
nationalistic idea in the organization of their respective 
businesses, and consequently have the rest of the commu- 
nity, which has not yet adopted it, at a tremendous disad- 
vantage. ‘The superiority of the methods of concentration 
and combination to the barbarous nonsense of the competi- 
tive system, puts the trusts in the position of civilized 
troops contending with savages armed with bows and 
arrows. 

There is only one way by which the restof the community 
can beat the trusts, and that is not by trying to compel 
them to abandon their improved methods and return to bar- 
barism, but by adopting their methods and forming a trust 
which will include all —that is to say, a co-operative sys- 
tem based on the national organism and co-extensive with 
it, embracing all trades and occupations, and conducted for 
the equal benefit of all. 

The trust is a bad thing to be outside of and a good thing 
to be inside of. Let us all get inside. 


The Business Situation from a Nationalist Standpoint. 


The business condition of the country is extremely 
unpromising. The great staples of production are selling, 
many of them, at lower prices than were ever known, and 
some of the products of industry at figures, indeed, which 
do not pay for the production. This steady tendency to 
low prices is not merely characteristic of the United States, 
but is world-wide. It has been marked for four or five 
years, and there is no indication of a turn in the tide. 

The great movement for the formation of trusts is an 
attempt to stay this tendency by the artificial maintenance 
of prices, and as matters look now the prospect for busi- 
nesses that cannot succeed in protecting themselves by some 
sort of consolidation, is extremely dubious. Nor is even 
the trust itself a secure refuge against a continuance of the 
present decline in prices. The recent collapse of the pow- 
erful steel-beam trust has been followed by a general rec- 
ommendation by the organ of the iron trade to close 
foundries and stop business to ease the market, This 


policy of cessation of production will be indeed the only 
course for other branches of production if the present 
course of prices continues. 

This will be not a remedy but a collapse. The throwing 
of the working population out of work, to any large extent, 
will, of course, by so much decrease the purchasing power 
of the people and glut the market still further. If the 
country gets started on that road there is nothing at the 
end but a panic and general business prostration, which, in 
the present state of general industrial ‘discontent, might 
have extraordinary consequences. 

Meanwhile, what is the radical cause of the present 
situation and what is the radical remedy and preventive. 
The radical cause of the situation is the cause of all business 
depression and confusion of industry. The werkers receive 
but a small part of the product of their labor, and are 
therefore unable to buy its equivalent back. The result is 
that this excess of product, which would otherwise be con- 
sumed by the workers, accumulates as a surplus in the 
hands of capitalists, who, being unable to consume it, can 
only use it in still further production, thus ever increasing 
the glut till industry is clogged by its very accumulations 
and stops. 

The remedy for this situation and the sure and only way 
of preventing its recurrence, is to secure to the people the 
means of expending in consumption the equivalent of the 
entire excess of their joint product over what is needed to 
continue production. That is to say, all the people should 
be entitled to a credit for consumption of an equal portion 
of the national product. 

By this plan, which is the plan of nationalism, the col- 
lective needs and wishes of the people for purposes of 
consumption would be the measure of production, and in 
proportion as the power of production might outstrip the 
desires of a satisfied people, the pace of the workers would 
be slackened, but it would always be an equal pace. Over- 
production would mean then rest and satiety for all, not as 
now, bankruptcy and loss to the rich and starvation to the 
poor. 


Defenders of Competition not in a Position to Criticise 
Trusts. 


The denunciation of the trust by the advocates of the 
competitive system is decidedly amusing, in view of the 
fact-that it is merely a successful application of the prin- 
ciple on which, under the competitive system, all business 
is conducted — namely to break down or overcome your 
business competitors as completely as possible in order to 
be able to compel the public to pay you better prices for 
your goods. All competition is, by its very definition and 
meaning, the attempt to clear the field of competition as 
completely as possible in order to take advantage of the 
resulting opportunity. Are you, then, while preserving the 
competitive system, going to make it a crime to succeed in 
the purpose of competition? The outcry against trusts by 
a community of business men who, from morning to night, 
are trying as nearly as may be to do with their several 
markets just what the trusts have succeeded in doing with 
theirs, is a perfect gem of human inconsistency. 

The trusts are run with brutal selfishness, but the 
defender of the ethics and methods of the competitive sys- 
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tem does not occupy a moral position that gives him any 
right to criticize them. 


A Desperate Device, Indeed. 


The New York World is out with a proposition which 
strikingly illustrates the hopeless quandary in which the 
growth of the trusts has placed newspapers which, while 
forced to recognize the uselessness of restrictive legislation, 
are yet afraid of nationalization. The World suggests that 
the people of the country take a leaf out of the history of 
the American colonists who offered a passive resistance to 
King George’s tax on tea by refusing to use it. The World 
thinks that by the general practice of great economy in the 
use of coal and the substitution of gas stoves heated by 
bituminous coal gas, the consumption of anthracite might 
be reduced so as to lessen the profits of the combine enough 
to bother it at least a little. This would bea good deal 
like striking a man’s fist with your nose. The man might 
possibly feel it, but it would hurt you a great deal more. 
The World is a sensible paper, and must know that it has 
either got to give up the fight against the combine or accept 
the nationalist solution. Why, then, not swallow the med- 
icine like a little man? It doesn’t taste so badly as you 
think. - 


Well Done, Governor. 


Gov. Russell of this state has vetoed the bill authorizing 
the Connecticut River railroad to increase its capital stock, 
on the ground that the sale of such stock should be at pub- 
lic auction. The stock is worth $235 per share at public 
auction but the bill would have permitted the present stock- 
holders to take it at $100 a share. This would have been 
a present to them, for nothing, of $135 on every share taken 
and would have necessitated the issue of more than twice 
as many new shares, in order to raise a given sum of money, 
than would have been necessary if the stock were sold at 
public auction. As the amount of stock issued is the basis 
on which the public is taxed to pay dividends, this would 
mean a tax in perpetuity upon the people on a basis twice 
as large as was represented by the actual investment. 

Hitherto this barefaced steal has been a feature of nearly 
all cases of increase of stock by corporations holding public 
franchises. Gov. Russell’s action expresses the reprobation 
with which honest men have long regarded this form of 
crime and marks the recent rapid growth of public senti- 
mentjn favor of curbing corporate greed. The governor 
has done a fine thing and we congratulate him heartily. 
His action means a precedent that will not be receded from 
in the future. All stock of corporations holding public 
franchises will hereafter be sold at public auction. Set 
that down for a fact. 


MORE WELCOME WORDS. 


We cannot print one tenth of the letters from subscribers 
concerning the New Nation. Our space will only permit of 
occasional quotations. 

A Kansas minister writes : 

“TI want your paper very much —in fact, need it very 
much in my work, as it keeps me better posted than any 
other paper, and wish to make an appeal to your generosity 
fora free copy for this year for the following use; Just 


before my sermon I give some account of the reform litera- 
ture being published, of the aim and scope of some of the 
latest books, and read quotations from your paper and 
others,” 


A Western Massachusetts correspondent: “I am pleased 
to see the price of The New Nation made so as to be 
within the reach of all, and trust that the circulation will 
increase, as it is the only people’s party organ in the 
state. 


Michigan Messenger, Adrian: The New Nation, Edward 
Bellamy’s paper, the organ of the nationalists, has been 
reduced to $1 per year. It gives an able presentation of 
the nationalist doctrine, and is a beautifully printed weekly, 
well worth the price to those studying this subject. 


PLANTS. 


To the Editor of The New Nation:— 


One of the most striking instances, perhaps, .of a seeming 
incongruity in nomenclature is the fashion of referring to 
certain great manufactories or industries as “plants.” The 
first image which the word calls up in the mind is of a 
vegetable nature. Notwithstanding Webster’s fourth defi- 
nition of the term, we are inclined to consider this name a 
misnomer as applied to business enterprises. A careful 
consideration of the matter, however, will convince us that 
the name “ plant” has not been accidentally bestowed upon 
great industries operated by syndicates or monopolies, but 
that it is only another example of the eternal fitness of 
things. It is not only not a misnomer, but a highly appro- 
priate, significant, and even ominous term, for did not one, 
who spake as having authority say :.“ Every plant which 
my heavenly Father hath not planted shall be rooted up.” 
When the great day of uprooting comes, who will now 
pretend to say what plauts will be left standing. 


L. M. McArrs. 
Clinton, Ia., April, 1892. 


IF THERE 1S NO COMBINATION, WHY THIS UNANIMITY ? 


The retail coal dealers of Boston held a meeting on the 3d 
and voted unanimously to increase the price to consumers. 
The price list is as follows: Furnace, $5.50; egg, $5.75; 
stove, $6; chestnut, $6; Shamokin, $6.25; Franklin, $7.25. 
The advance is made in order to keep pace with the Read- 
ing trust, which has advanced the price 25 cents per ton, 
and 10 cents a ton on freight changes. The action of the 
local dealers would indicate that there is a most complete 
urderstanding, which is the same in effect, as a combina- 
tion, and shows a condition of things somewhat at variance 
with the statements made by coal dealers at the hearing on 
the municipal coal yard proposition before the Massachu- 
setts Legislature. 


PUBLIC OWNERSHIP IN SPRINGFIELD. 

Springfield (Mass.) Homestead: The agreement that has 
been finally reached regarding the new street railway fran- 
chises is creditable alike to both the company and the city. 
It is true that the only proper plan is for the city itself to 
lay the tracks in the streets and rent-them to the operating 
company, at a certain charge per car per mile, the company 
to also keep the track in repair. In this way Springfield 
would secure considerable net revenue to assist in maintain- 
ing model streets, as is done in Toronto and various English 
and European cities. At the same time the railway com- 
pany could conduct the enlarged business without materi- 
ally increased capital, and thus be able to continue satis- 
factory dividends while paying a rental that would 
gradually wipe out the expense which the city would have 
incurred in laying the tracks. This is what Springfield 
will come to as the people are educated to demand it, © 


——_v 


eae 


; 
a 
fi 
é 
: 


May 14, 1899] 


THE NEW NATION. 309 


A LAND NATIONALIZATION HYMN. 


[This hymn voices the sentiment of British laborers. ] 


From London’s teeming alleys, 
From Ireland’s starving homes, 
From Scotland’s desert valleys 
Where now the red deer roams; 
From many a poisoned river, 
From many a fruitless plain, 
They call us to deliver 
Their land from landlord’s chain. 


What though the sea-born breezes 
Blow soft o’er British Isle, 

Though every prospect pleases, 
And only law is vile; 

In vain with lavish kindness, 
God gives from day to day, 

The people in their blindness 
Bow down to landlord sway. 


Can we whose souls are lighted 

With wisdom from on high — 
Can we ‘o men unrighted 

The means of life deny ? 
The land! Its restoration! 

The joyful sound proclaim, 
Till each remotest nation 

Shall have its own again. 


Waft, waft, ye winds, the story, 
And you, ye waters, roll, 
Till, like a sea of glory, 
It spreads from pole to pole; 
Till o’er our ransomed nature 
The people that was slain 
Sole owner, wealth-creator, 
Tn bliss shall come to reign. 


Maria J. SALES, in Land and Labor. 


GOOD ADVICE TO GROWING TOWNS. 


In the Illustrated West, a quarterly published at 
Omaha, Judge S. R. Davis of the superior court of Creston, 
Ia., has a chapter of advice to growing western cities 
which is equally applicable to municipalities everywhere. 
Judge Davis says: 

“ The city desires the luxury of gas, or electric light, and 
along comes some enterprising corporation and offers to 
establish a plant, if a twenty or twenty-five year franchise 
is given. In some places newspapers urge the city govern- 
ment to grant the franchise, and other powerful influences 
are brought to bear, and the matter is rushed through 
without a careful examination of the franchise. It is then 
discovered, too late, that the city is at the mercy of a 
monopoly, and has contracted to pay into its coffers, within 
the life of the franchise, more than the cost of the plant. 
If it has unfortunately given the franchise to a gas com- 
pany, it finds that, with improved processes of manufactur- 
ing gas since the grant of the franchise, it is paying five 
times the price paid by other cities. If the city desires to 
substitute electric lighting for gas, it finds itself hampered 
by its gas contract. The result is often years of feverish 
agitation, wrangling, and law suits, and occasionally the 
shutting down of the light for lack of money to feed the 


hungry monopoly, and the people are compelled, at times, 
to traverse their streets in darkness. 

“About the time the city grants a gas or electric light 
charter, it is discovered there is a pressing need of water- 
works. A water-works franchise is easily secured by some 
enterprising corporation, and the charter is always skilfully 
drawn by some careful attorney. After it is granted and 
the works are in operation the people find they have 
entered upon a one-sided contract from which there is no 
escape. Within the life of the franchise the city will have 
paid the water company a larger sum than the original cost 
of the plant. But this is not all. When the water-works 
first start in operation it is found that fully one third of 
the people of the city do not have access to the water privi- 
leges, although they are subjected to the annual water tax. 
When they ask that the privilege be extended to them, it is 
found that the charter requires the rental of additional 
hydrants by the city proportionate to the number of feet of 
piping laid in extending the works. As the city grows and 
the works are extended, the water tax becomes a growing 
annual burden. Some cities have tried to annul these fran- 
chises, but after long and expensive litigation they have 
generally failed. The statutes of the state are so liberal in 
giving cities and towns power to grant these franchises, that 
courts seldom disturb them. 

“These experiences are known of all men, and yet they 
seem to be unheeded by the builders of our western towns 
and cities. If a conservative citizen insists on going slow, 
he is pronounced an old fogy, and is told that he is killing 
his town. The wickedly fallacious theory that debt is a 
good thing to promote thrift seems to be held by a majority 
of the people in the so-called live towns of the West. 

“The writer hopes to see the day when the constitution 
of every state will prohibit the granting of franchises to 
private corporations to operate works of a public character. 
The experience of a large majority of cities wuich operate 
their own light and water plants is highly satisfactory. 
For a city of 5000 people, an investment of $100,000 
will probably be ample to erect electric light and water- 
works plants. The revenues to the city from private con- 
sumers will easily pay the expenses of operating both 
plants, and the city can supply itself with plenty of light 
and water at a minimum expense. 


AN UNWILLING WITNESS. 


The New York Sun has a supreme disgust for national- 
ism, but it has a sharp eye for passing events, and it cannot 
help saying: “The law, as a whole, marks a curious 
advance in municipal socialism. First came the drilled, 
uniformed, and disciplined police ; then came the transfer 
of the fire department from a voluntary organization to a 
paid and uniformed department, under the city government. 
Next, we have a uniformed street cleaning department. 


Can any one say that the development of this idea will stop 
with street cleaners. The London county council is making 
a hard fight to secure control of the street car system of 
their municipality. The ownership of illuminating plants 
is common in England, and shows some prospect of becom- 
ing common in this country. It is conceivable that the 
time yet may be when cities will control the entire means 
of transportation within their boundaries. Whom shall we 
next propose to put in uniform?” 
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PRONOUNCED UNCONSTITUTIONAL. 


The Municipal Fuel Bill turned down by the Massachusetts 
Supreme Court. 


The supreme court of Massachusetts has handed down its 
opinion as to the constitutionality of the proposed legisla- 
tion authorizing cities and towns in this commonwealth to 
establish and maintain fuel yards for the sale of coal and 
wood to the public at cost. Five of the judges, constituting 
a majority of the court, hold that such legislation would be 
unconstitutional. The court holds that the question turns 
upon the point whether the selling of fuel by municipalities 
can be regarded as a public service. ‘This inquiry,” con- 
tinues the court, “underlies all the questions on which our 
opinion is required. If such a business is to be carried on, 
it must be with money raised by taxation. It is settled 
that the Legislature can authorize a city or town to tax its 
inhabitants only for public purposes. This is not only the 
law of the commonwealth, but of the states generally and 
of the United States.” This is followed by numerous cita- 
tions, together with a discussion of what constitutes a pub- 
lic service as wellas the power of laying taxes. The 
opinion concludes as follows: “We are not aware of any 
necessity why cities and towns should undertake this form 
of business any more than many others which have always 
been conducted by private enterprise, and we are not called 
upon to consider what extraordinary powers the common- 
wealth may exercise or may authorize cities and towns to 
exercise in extraordinary exigencies for the safety of the 
state or the welfare of the inhabitants. If there be any 
advantage to the inhabitants in buying and selling coal and 
wood for fuel at the risk of the community, on a large 
scale, and on what has been called the co-operative plan, we 
are of the opinion that the constitution does not contem- 
plate this as one of the ends for which the government was 
established or as a public service for which cities and towns 
may be authorized to tax their inhabitants. We therefore 
answer the questions in the negative.” 

This decision is signed by Justices Walbridge A. Field, 
Charles Allen, Marcus P. Knowlton, James M. Morton and 
John Lathrop. Justice Holmes gives a dissenting opinion 
in which he says: 

“T am of opinion that, when money is taken to enable a 
public body to offer to the public without discrimination an 
article of general necessity, the purpose is no less public 
when that article is wood or coal than when it is water or 
gas or electricity or education, to say nothing of cases like 
the support of paupers or the taking of lands for railroads 
or public markets. I see no ground for denying the power 
of the Legislature to enact the laws mentioned in the ques- 
tions proposed. The need or expediency of such legislation 
is not for us to consider.” 

Justice Barker in another dissenting opinion does not go 
quite as far as Justice Holmes. Justice Barker says: 

“Under our constitution, ‘the end of the institution, 
maintenance and administration of government is to secure 
the existence of the body politic, to protect it, and to fur- 
nish the individuals who compose it with the power of en- 
joying in safety and tranquility their natural rights and the 
blessings of life.’ Without artificial heat, very few of our 
inhabitants would have the power of enjoying these rights 


So far, and so far only, as it is a necessity 
of society as now organized for the government to supply 
fuel in order to afford an environment which shall give this 
power, it is competent for the government to furnish or to 
provide for a supply. But it is not within its constitutional 
power to engage in trade or manufacture merely for the 
purpose of having any branch of business conducted upon 


and blessings. 


an economical or convenient plan. My answer to 
the question propounded is, therefore, ‘Yes, if the necessi- 
ties of society as now organized can be met only by the 
adoption of such measures,’ and ‘No, if there is no such 
necessity, but merely an expediency for the trial of an ex- 
periment.’ ” 

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 


What the Herald says: 


“Tt is significant there should be two dissenting opinions 
on this question, and particularly significant when a jurist 
like Mr. Justice Holmes takes ground so socialistic, in a 
broad sense, as that covered by the following: ‘When 
money is taken to enable a public body to offer to the 
public without discrimination an article of general neces- 
sity, the purpose is no less public when that article is wood 
or coal than when it is water, or gas, or electricity or educa- 
tion, to say nothing of cases like the support of paupers or 
the taking of land for railroads or public markets.’ Mr. 
Justice Barker, in his dissenting opinion, regards the ques- 
tion in the light of its relation to the end of government, as 
defined in the constitution of Massachusetts, viz., to furnish 
the individuals composing the body politic with the power 
of enjoying in safety and tranquility their natural rights 
and the blessings of life. Under this opinion, and even ~ 
under the majority’s reservation concerning extraordinary 
exigencies, it would appear that in the event of oppression 
by an extortionate monopoly —such, for instance, as the 
Reading coal combination has the potentiality of becoming 
—a function like the public supply of fuel might become 
constitutional, while the views of Mr. Jrstice Holmes 
would, even under present conditions, give scope for the 
realization of Mr. Bellamy’s ideals to a very considerable 
extent.” 


On the Contrary, it will stimulate Agitation. 


Boston Globe: It is an excellent idea to secure the judg- 
ment of our highest courts regarding matters of new and 
novel legislation well in advanee. The friends of munici- 
pal coal yards, as the advocates of municipal bread shops 
and municipal laundries would do if their projects were dis- 
approved, may regret that the majority of the supreme 
court thinks their pet scheme wholly unconstitutional. But 
it will save “no end” of agitation and considerable expense 
to have thus early the feeling on the part of our learned 
judges clearly understood. 


A Constitutional Amendment Necessary. 


Boston Advertiser: The opinion of the supreme court of 
this Commonwealth, Justice Holmes alone dissenting, that 
a municipal coal yard law would be unconstitutional will be 
a disappointment to the large number of earnest advocates 
of that proposed measure, but unless an amendment to the 
constitution removing the court’s grounds of objection can 
be secured, there seems to be little chance for the trial in 
Massachusetts of a municipal coal yard experiment. 


A Suggestion to the Reading Road. 


A Boston financial agency makes the following suggestion 
in a circular letter: “The Reading people should join hands 
with the nationalists and ask for legislation permitting the 
establishment of municipal coal yards in all the leading 
cities. The economies resulting from such an arrangement 
would remove the greater ‘part of the outside sentiment 
against the deal and further clip the wings of the opponent 
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coal carriers. We think there is food for reflection in this 
suggestion.” 


Wanted a Legal Definition of Public Service. 


Boston Transcript: Justice Barker inclines to the belief 
that if there is a necessity for establishing municipal coal 
and wood yards, the Legislature has the constitutional right 
to authorize taxation for putting them in operation. This 
view makes the constitutionality of municipal expenditures 
dependent upon their necessity. If the court should lay 
lay down some broad line of demarcation the Legislature 
might be spared considerable trouble hereafter. It is 
evident that the present tendency is towards municipal 
lighting. 

The Court Ignored a Grave Exigency. 


Boston Record: In rendering the decision the court left 
open the chance of a great public exigency which might 
make it necessary for the legislature to interfere to help 
the people to secure fuel at reasonable rates. The Reading 
coal combine may be the cause of that exigency, though we 
are informed that by increasing the price of coal even 25 
cents per ton that hitherto unstable company will be able 
to pay 10 per cent upon its enormously inflated stock, as 
well as all the dividends which it has guaranteed to other 
members of the combine. 


THE ETHICS OF PROPERTY. 

“T have long been under the conviction,” writes a pro- 
fessor of McGill college, Montreal, “that a very profound 
revolution is demanded in the industrial organization of 
society to bring it into accordance with the requirements 
of Christian morality, or indeed of any morality worthy of 
the name. It seems to me that traditional conceptions and 
sentiments with regard to the so-called sacred rights of 
property have grown up out of a period when property was 
either common or held by great proprietors for the common 
weal; and these conceptions and sentiments have been 
carried over into a totally different state of society, in 
which they have given rise to legislation investing with the 
authority of an eternal and immutable law of nature or of 
God the most niggardly selfishness in the tenure and ad- 
ministration of private property. All this legislation, too, 
has been dominated by those forms of civic organization 
which have come to us from Roman law. The Romans 
had certainly the most powerful genius for the forcible 
organization of society; but their organization was based 
almost exclusively on a rigid conception of the barest jus- 
tice, and took but little note of the higher moral relations.” 


THE RIGHT TO LIVE DECENTLY. 

A correspondent of the Detroit Free Press has a friend, 
well known in politics, who assumes pretty radical ground 
when he says: “I expect to live to see the time when every 
man, woman and child will be assured shelter, food and rai- 
ment sufficient and suitable.” The correspondent, upon 
questioning his friend, found that in the latter’s opinion 
this guaranty would come, not as a matter of charity, but 
from the governments — municipal, state or national — 
under which he or she may happen to. be living. This is 
another bit of evidence that the minds of thinking men are 
turned to the evils of a system that permits poverty to rest 
upon a class or upon classes as a permanent condition. 


The People’s Voice (Springfield, Mo.) : The Reading coal 
combination has advanced the price 50 cents a ton in 
Chicago. There being 500,000 tons on hand, that means 
$250,000 for the combine. There is only one way to deal 
with the barons — Nationalize the coal industry. 


A leading wall paper manufacturer of Buffalo, N. Y., 
admits that the wall paper manufacturers have formed 
a trust with a capital of $20,000,000, but refuses to give the 
particulars. 
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THE COAL COMBINE AND THE PUBLIC. 


The long-suffering Consumer almost Hopeless. 


The recent spell of warm weather has been accompanied 
by a rise in the price of coal. 

If the coal barons can raise the price of coal when the 
buds are swelling in the spring, pray what may they not 
do when the snows fly in November ? 

Thus far the long-suffering public does not seem to be 
alive to the danger that threatens the fuel supply. A 
reporter of a prominent Boston paper, who spent two days 
last week in interviewing local consumers among all classes 
of peopld, found less than 10 per cent of them concerned in 
the least degree over the situation. Manufacturers were 
more ready to talk about tariff than coal, and eight hours 
was quite as much talked about in the shops as the extra 
25 and 50 cents on coal. 

But there can be no doubt that there is a storm of indig 
nation rising, and men like President McLeod of the 
Reading road are doing what they can to throw the respon- 
sibility upon the retail dealers. Mr. McLeod claims that 
the small buyers in New York city are forced by the retail 
dealers to pay from $12.50 to $30 per ton. The dealers 
resent this, but they confess to an average of $10 a ton on 
small quantities. 

There is no doubt of one thing, the coal barons are 
encouraging the retailers to conspire against the commu- 
nity. The retail dealers’ association of New York, which 
was started a few years ago as a social organization, mainly, 
has now developed into a business combine ; it preys upon 
the consumer, threatens those dealers who do not join, with 
bankruptcy, and in general is a conspiracy against the pub- 
lic. It owns a building, and runs what may be called, in a 


small way, a coal exchange. Its latest decree came last 
week when coal was raised from $5.25 to $5.50. 

We are of the opinion that the lack of popular interest 
among consumers upon this subject at present, is due to the 
fact that they do not see how these combinations can be 
legally stopped, and so long as our laws are made upon the 
principle that men have a right to gamble in the necessities 
of life, this popular indifference is likely to continue. 


SOCIALIST AND NATIONALIST DEBATE IN NEW YORK. 

H. B. Salisbury recently delivered an address at Knicker- 
bocker Conservatory, 44 West 14th street, New York, before 
the American Branch socialist labor party of that city, his 
subject being “Shall the city own its railroads.” The hall 
was well filled and the speaker handled his subject in a 
clear and convincing manner, and at the close answered 
many questions put to him by the audience. On Sunday, 
May 15, there will be a debate between Thaddeus B. Wake- 
man and Prof. Daniel DeLeon, on “The political policy of 
the socialists as against that of the nationalists.” It will 
be an interesting occasion, as both parties are well equipped 
mentally and both have closely studied the economic prob- 
lems of the day. 


THE PUBLIC NOT CONSIDERED IN THE COAL DEAL. 

“The "question as to whether the price of coal be ad- 
vanced,” says Gov. Abbett of New Jersey in his message 
vetoing the Reading railroad coal deal, “is left almost 
absolutely with the consolidated companies. Additional 
legislation would be necessary, in my judgment, to protect 
consumers from the exercise of this power to increase 
prices, if the corporations should deem it to be proper or 
necessary to increase prices for the benefit of their stock- 
holders.” 
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NATIONALISM IN POLITICS. 


POLITICS IMPROVED BY THE INFUSION. 


The People rising and a determination all along the line 
to fight monopoly in every form. Note and Comment. 


J.J. T. of Philadelphia:—* Nationalize the silver mines,” 
as The New Nation proposes, is another stroke of genius. 
It should be a rallying cry of all who truly want a genuine, 


honest people’s money. 


There can be no doubt that the address of the Farmers’ | 


alliance presidents who recently met at Birmingham, Ala., 
will have the effect of uniting the farmers of the South in 
the movement for independent political action. “We send 
greeting,” so runs the address, “to the brotherhood of the 
North and great Northwest, and assure them that our 
hearts beat in unison with them in their efforts for indus- 
trial freedom, and we will stand with them in all laudable 
efforts to redeem this country from the clutches of organ- 
ized capital, and that we will stand with them at the ballot 
box for the enforcement of our demands.” 


There have been organized 372 Farmers’ alliances within 
100 days in Iowa. They all will be found with the people’s 


party in November. 


The united labor party of Wisconsin has changed its 
name to that of the people’s party. 


Montana holds its people’s party convention, June 14. 


Word comes from the state of Washington that the St. 
Louis platform has roused the farmers to a great pitch of 
enthusiasm. There are counties in that state, so a cor- 
respondent writes, “in which the old parties will not get 
25 votes between them. 


The South Carolina democrats have finally become 
alarmed at the situation. The Farmers’ alliance delegates 
to the state convention, which meets on the 18th, number 
226, and the old-time democrats, 96. It is expected that 
the convention will pass resolutions instructing the dele- 


gates to Chicago to work for third party doctrines. 


Note and Comment. 


A Colorado correspondent: “ After reading The New 
Nation for a yearI can’t very well give it up. We will 
give the old parties a hard fight in this state this year.” 


The Jeffersonian democrats and the industrial clubs of 
Fannin county, Tex., met a fortnight ago and voted to unite 
with the people’s party. There are 300 people’s party clubs 
in the state outside the alliances. 


There will be a big demonstration at New York today, 
which is labor day, and Congressman Jerry Simpson and 
Congressman Watson of Georgia, people’s party men, are 
the orators. 


At a county convention of the people’s party held at Los 
Angeles, a resolution was recently passed favoring the 


amendment or repeal of the clause in the state constitution 
which which limits the power of municipalities to incur 
indebtedness for the purchase of water, gas or electrical 
works. 

The Wisconsin Farmers’ alliance. has joined the people’s 
party. Michigan, Wisconsin and Minnesota are doubtful 
states, and no one seems happy up that way but the new 
party men, who are working like beavers. 


“T hasten to suggest,” writes a correspondent from 
western Massachusetts,“ whether this is not the exact time 
to start the movement to nationalize the coal fields, begin- 
ning with the anthracite mines which are already about 
consolidated. Make the nationalization of the anthracite 
coal fields an issue in the next congressional elections, and 
it will go like wildfire.” 

Farmers’ Alliance Conference at Birmingham, Ala. 

The most important political meeting that has been held 
in the South was at Birmingham, Ala., on the 3d, in our 
opinion. The officials of the alliance from a dozen southern 
states assembled there to consider the future of the order. 
The sentiment was overwhelming in favor of independent 
political action. It was voted that, — 

“Every member who takes the obligation always admin- 
istered to those who join is first told as a condition prece- 
dent, and upon which all that is to follow is predicated : 
‘That it shall in no way interfere with your political or 
religious liberty.’ Therefore this order as such, or any of 
its branches, has no right to take any partisan, political or 
sectarian religious action. We urge upon the brotherhood 
of all reform organizations aud all good citizens who believe 
as we do, that the enactment of laws based upon our demands 
is for the preservation of the free institutions of our govern- 
ment and to rescue the masses from degraded servitude ; 
that they use all honorable means to secure the election of 
men to our national legislative council who stand pledged 
to work for the passage of such laws. Finally, brethren, 
remember that devotion to our principles can only be em- 
phasized and our inflnence made effective by voting for our 
demands at the ballot-box.” 

To put the thing in a nutshell, — the farmers of the South 
serve notice upon the democratic party that the bonds of 
political serfdom have been broken and that the people’s 
party is the party of the people. 

Georgia in Revolt. 

If anyone doubts that Georgia is not in revolt against the 
democracy, let him read the following from an editorial in 
the Atlanta Constitution, the most influential paper in the 
state and possibly in the whole South: 

“Tt is imperative that the democratic party in this state, 
through its regular organization, proceed at once to the 
work of checking the progress of the third party movement 
in Georgia. There is danger ahead and unless the demo- 
cratic organization takes the matter in hand at once disaster 
will follow. The third party leaders are vigilant and en- 
thusiastic. The organization of the movement is being 
systematically worked and there is probably not a county 
in the state which has not been canvassed, and in which 
the third party has not established headquarters. In some 
counties the regular democratic executive committees have 
not enough members left to make a quorum on account of 
the inroads of the new party.” 

New York City to be Organized. 


The work of organizing the people’s party in New York 
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City has started under favorable auspices. In response to 
a call of the committee a largely-attended meeting was held 
last week in Central hall, West 32d street. Representa- 
tives from 31 organizations representing 10,000 voters 
responded. These included the Knights of Labor, the 
Citizens’ alliance, and nationalists’ clubs. George McFadden 


of the Franklin association of printers was made chairman.- 


The St. Louis platform was adopted, and a committee of 24 
appointed to organize the various assembly districts. We 
learn from a correspondent who was present that the char- 
acter of the men engaged in this movement and the interest 
developed at the Central hall meeting justify bright hopes 
for the future of the new movement in New York. 

South Carolina and the South. 

A subscriber of The New Nation, a man who has watched 
the course of events in the South, writes us a letter in 
which he says: “I think the old Bourbons will force the 
southern people into the people’s party. I think the pro- 
gram of the leaders of the industrial movement in the 
southern states will be about this. They will propose to 
both the national conventions the indorsement of the 
demands of reform organizations, which, of course, will be 
refused, after which the delegates will, I think, be sent to 
Omaha. All of the members of the reform organizations 
will be asked to support it, and most of them will be true 
to their convictions, and will prove their faith by their 
works. When the new alignment takes place it will aston- 
ish a good many to see how many of the old leaders will 
join the movement. We have some of the old leaders in 
our state that, I think, are preparing to embrace the new 
gospel. The fact is, I look for a pretty extensive stampede 
in the South from both the old parties into the new, and 
when it comes it may not be in the name of nationalization, 
but it will be nationalism in all essential points, and that is 
good enough. The people’s party platform is, as you know, 
essentially nationalistic, and it will in time grow sufficiently 
broad to embrace every reform that the nationalists contend 
for. The fact is the logical outcome of the whole industrial 
movement lands us inevitably in the arms of the national 
ists . . , and I do not think any power on earth can 
prevent it getting there.” 

The St. Louis Convention Address to the Public. 

This, the first great labor conference of the United States 
and of the world, representing all divisions of urban and 
rural organized industry, assembled in national congress, 
inveking upon its action the blessing and protection of 
Almighty God, puts forth to and for the producers of the 
nation this declaration of union and independence. 

The conditions which surround us best justify our co- 
operation. We meet in the midst of a nation brought to the 
verge of moral, political and material ruin, Corruption 
dominates the ballot box, the Legislatures, the Congress 
and touches even the ermine of the bench. The people are 
demoralized. Many of the states have been compelled to 
isolate the voters at the polling places in order to prevent 
universal intimidation or bribery. 

The newspapers are subsidized or muzzled, public opinion 
silenced, business prostrated, our homes covered with mort- 
gages, labor impoverished and the land concentrated in 
the hands of capitalists. The urban workmen are denied 
the right of organization for self-protection, imported pau- 
perized labor beats down their wages, a hireling standing 
army, unrecognized by our laws, is established to shoot them 
down and they are rapidly degenerating European conditions. 

The fruits of the toil of millions are boldly stolen to build 


up colossal fortunes, unprecedented in the history of the 
world, while their possessors despise the republic and 
endanger liberty. From the same prolific womb of govern- 
mental injustice we breed the two great classes — paupers 


and millionaires. The national power to create money is 
appropriated to enrich bondholders ; silver, which has been 
accepted as coin since the dawn of history, has been demon- 
etized to add to the purchasing power of gold by decreas- 
ing the value of all forms of property, as well as human 
labor, and the supply of currency is purposely abridged to 
fatten usurers, bankrupt enterprise and ensiave industry. 
A vast corspiracy against mankind has been organized on 
two continents and is taking possession of the world. If 
not met and overthrown at once, it forebodes terrible social 


| convulsions, the destruction of civilization or the establish- 


ment of an absolute despotism. 

In this crisis of human affairs the intelligent working 
people and producers of the United States have come 
together, in the name of peace, order and society, to defend 
liberty, prosperity and justice. 

We declare our union and independence, We assert our 
purpose to vote with that political organization which rep- 
resents our principles. 

We charge that the controling influences dominating the 
old political parties have allowed the existing dreadful con- 
ditions to develop without serious effect to restrain or pre- 
vent them. Neither do they now intend to accomplish 
reform. They have agreed together to ignore, in the com- 
ing campaign, every issue but one. They propose to drown 
the outcries of a plundered people with the uproar of a 
sham battle over the tariff; so that corporations, national 
banks, rings, trusts, watered stocks, the demonetization of 
silver and the oppressions of usurers may all be lost sight 
of. They propose to sacrifice our homes and children upon 
the altar of mammon; to destroy the hopes of the multi- 
tude in order to secure corruption funds from the great 
lords of plunder. 

We assert that a political organization, representing the 
political principles herein stated, is necessary to redress 
the grievances of which we complain. 

Assembled on the anniversary of the birth of the illus- 
trious man who led the first great revolution on this con- 
tinent against oppression, filled with the sentiment which 
actuated that grand generation, we seek to restore the 
government of the republic to the hands of the “plain 
people,” with whom it originated. Our doors are open to 
all points of the compass. We ask all honest men to join 
with and help us. 

In order to restrain the extortions of aggregated capital, 
to drive the money vhangers out of the temple, to form 
a perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tran- 
quility, provide for the common defense, promote the 
general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty for our- 
selves and our posterity, we do ordain and establish the 


following platform of principles: 


The Platform. 


We declare the union of the labor forces of the<United 
States, this day accomplished, permanent and perpetual. 
May its spirit enter into all hearts for the salvation of the 
republic and the uplifting of mankind. 

Wealth belongs to him who creates it. Every dollar 
taken from industry without an equivalent is robbery. “If 
any will not work, neither shall he eat.” The interests of 
rural and urban labor are the same; their enemies are 
identical. 


Money. 


We demand a national currency, safe, sound, and flexible, 
issued by the general government only, a full legal tender 
for all debts, public and private, and that without the 
use of banking corporations; a just, equitable means of 
circulation, at a tax uot to exceed two per cent., as set 
forth in the sub-treasury plan of the Farmers’ alliance, 
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or some better system; also by payments in discharge of 
its obligations for public improvements. 

We demand free and unlimited coinage of silver. 

We demand that the amount of circulating medium be 
speedily increased to not less than $50 per capita. 

We demand a graduated income tax. 

We believe that the money of the country should be 
kept as much as possible in the hands of the people, and 
hence we demand that all national and state revenues shall 
be limited to the necessary expenses of the government, 
economically and honestly administered. 

We demand that postal savings banks be established 
by the government, for the safe deposit of the earnings of 
the people, and to facilitate exchange. 


Land. 


The land, including all the natural resources of wealth, 
is the heritage of the people, and should not be monopolized 
for speculative purposes, and alien ownership of land 
should be prohibited. All lands now held by railroads and 
other corporations in excess of their actual needs, and all 
lands now owned by aliens, should be reclaimed by the gov- 
ernment and held for actual settlers only. 


Transportation. 


Transportation being a neans of exchange and a pubtic 
necessity, the government should own and operate the 
railroads in the interest of the people. 

The telegraph and telephone, like the postoffice system, 
being a necessity for transmission of news, should be owned 
and operated by the government in the interestof the people. 

Resolved, That we hail this conference as the consumma- 
tion of the perfect union of the hearts and hands of all 
sections of our common country. The men who wore the 
gray and the men who wore the blue meet here to extinguish 
the last smoldering embers of civil war in the tears of joy 
of a united and happy people, and we agree to carry the 
stars and stripes forward forever to the highest point of 
national greatness. 

We demand that the question of universal suffrage be 
submitted to the Legislatures of the different states and 
territories for favorable action. 


NATIONALISM AND INDIVIDUALISM. 


To the Editor of The New Nation:— 


The New Nation has been conducted with so remarkable 
editorial ability and discretion as to leave little occasion for 
its readers to contribute anything to its columns. I have 
fdund but one occasion to make a suggestion. 

Nationalism, the impulse of constructive benevolence, 
necessarily enlists a class of minds which are not in the 
majority. Individualism, the jealous preservation of indi- 
vidual freedom, enlists another and larger class. These 
classes naturally antagonize each other, for most men when 
enamored of any principle, become exclusive in their devo- 
tion to it, and unwilling to look any further. 

I have not been able to sympathize with the antagonism 
expressed between nationalists and individualists, for there 
is no necessity for any conflict. The nationalist should not 
aim to impose his system by force upon all, and the indi- 
vidualist should not object to any trial of nationalism which 
does not violate his conception of personal rights. When 
the government takes charge of railroads or coal mines in a 
legal manner, and wheu it offers employment on a large 
scale to the unemployed, according to the program of 
nationalism, I do not perceive why any individualist 
should object, who is free to follow the old competitive sys- 
tem. If, in a fair trial, industry managed by government 
proves more attractive than the industry of competition, it 
will certainly supersede the latter to the satisfaction of all. 

In this there is no conflict — nothing to excite jealousy 
and I don’t see why the advocates of the single land tax 


should array themselves against nationalism, for the two 
movements have the same ultimate aim. Neither aims at 
any interference with human rights. It was with this view 
that I proposed in the Arena a governmental department of 
productive labor as the natural method of introducing 
nationalism — an indispensable addition to the gradual 
nationalization of the land which I proposed in 1847. 


Jos. Ropes BUCHANAN. ° 
Kansas City, Mo., May 5, 1892. 


FIRST NATIONALIST CLUB OF WASHINGTON. 


The following communication from M. A. Clancy, Secre- 
tary of the Nationalist Club of Washington, D. C., is inter- 
esting as showing the good work done there during the past 
winter: “A week ago we closed the meetings of our 
Nationalist club for the warm season, which begins earlier 
with us than with you in Boston. During the past season 
commencing last September, ending April 26, 16 lectures or 
papers have been delivered or read, either by members or 
gentlemen of note in the nationalistic field. Among these 
latter are C. Ashome Ward, who gave an interesting lecture 
on Utopias; Prof. Daniel DeLeon, on “The Hours of a 
Day; Hon. John C. Oleo on “Human Equality ;” W. C. 
Owen, on “The Slaughter of the Innocents ; ” three lectures 
by Laurence Gronlund on “The Economic Basis,” “The 
Historic Basis,” and “The Moral Basis of Socialism,” 
respectively. Papers by the members of the club were: by 
Dr. Alex. Kent, its first president, on “The Nationalization 
of Railways;” by Dr. W. W. Townsend on “Signs of 
Pressure;” by Max Georgie on “The Age of Advertise- 
ments;” by J. 8. McCreery on “A Lesson in Division” 
and “The Moral Wastes of Our Social System ;” by Presi- 
dent Maurice Pechin on “Millenial Dreams, or The Good 
Time Coming ;” by C. H. Richardson on “ Nationalism and 
Pensions ;” and by Secretary M. A. Claney on “ Implica- 
tions of Nationalism and Evolution of the Social Conscious- 
ness.’”’ The course iucluded lectures, but the season ending 
earlier than usual, and some of the speakers being unable to 
respond, curtailed the list. A good degree of interest has 
prevailed at the meetings, not only when lectures were 
delivered, but on alternate weeks when reports of commit- 
tees were in order. The reports of the Committee on 
Information, by its industrious and intelligent Chairman, 
Mrs, Pauline Hansen, have kept the club very thoroughly 
posted on current events in nationalist and socialist circles, 
and I am sure I express the sense of recognition of mem- 
bers in recalling her labors. We adjourn to meet in Sep- 
tember.” 


DISCUSSION OF LIVE ISSUES. 


The School of Applied Ethics held at Plymouth, Mass., 
last summer, was so much of a success that it is to be con- 
tinued this season, beginning July 6, and lasting till August 
17. We gave extracts from many of the addresses last 
season which were widely copied and favorably commented 
upon by the reform papers of the country. The course for 
this year is an attractive one, including a wide range of 
topics upon questions of vital importance. There will be a 
lecture upon “Changes in Theory of Political Economy 
since Mill,” by Prof. H. C. Aaams of the university of 
Michigan; “Theory of Social Progress,” by Prof. F. H. 
Giddings of Bryn Mawr college; “Functions of Philan- 
thropy in Social Progress,” by Father Huntington of New 
York and Miss Addams of Chicago; “Function of Law in 
Social Progress,” Prof. F. W. Taussig of Harvard univer- 
sity; “Statistical Presentation of Industrial’ and Social 
Questions,” by Hon. Carroll D. Wright; “ Critical Study of 
the Labor Problem and the Monopoly Problem,” by Prof. 
H. C. Adams. Many other subjects will be treated by able 
men. Full information can be obtained by applying to the 
Secretary, 8. Burns Weston, 118 South 12th St., Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 
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NATIONALISTIC DRIFT. 


Items of Industrial, Political, Social and Commercial Intelli- 
gence indicating the approaching Breakup of the Present 
System and the Tendency through Business Combinations 
and Public Control of Industry toward Complete National 
Co-operation. 


Massachusetts. 


The Springfield Homestead remarks that although the 
coal combine has advanced the price 25 cents per ton, the 
local dealers will not make an advance for a month or more. 
It also states that an agent of one of the big coal companies 
of New York was in Springfield, and gave it as his opinion 
that coal would advance steadily every month until Decem- 
ber. 


Rhode Island. 


The Narragansett Electric Light company is asking the 
Legislature to so amend its charter as to grant it an exclu- 
sive franchise in the city of Providence, for 20 years. The 
citizens are generally opposed to the measure. 


New York. 


In speaking of the Reading coal combine in a recent 
sermon, Rey. Thomas Dixon, Jr., of New York said: “ But 
there is a remedy and a day of wrath will come. Let the 
government assume control of the people’s highways and 
run them in the interest of the people. The king owned 
the old highway. The king must own the new highway or 
the new highway will own the king.’ ” 


At Lockport the grand jury has indicted four prominent 
local coal dealers, charging them with conspiracy to injure 
trade and commerce, each of the four being members of the 
Lockport Coal Exchange. The complainant is another coal 
dealer who refused to become a member of the exchange. 
Not being a member of that body, he found his supply of 
coal cut off, wholesale dealers refusing to sell him coal, even 
though he offered cash for it, and in consequence he 
charges the exchange and its members with conspiring to 
ruin his business. 


Illinois. 


Pinckneyville will establish a municipal electric light 
plant. 


Indiana. 


The town of Nappanu has about finished building its 
water works system and electric light plant under munic- 
ipal ownership. 


Virginia. 


The common council of Richmond had adopted a resolu- 
tion providing for the issue of $125,000 worth of 4 per 
cent bonds for the establishment of an electric light plant. 


Missouri. 


A combination has been formed including 17 out of the 
22 marble firms of St. Louis, and an effort is being made 
to break down. the marble polishers’ union, by discharging 
union men and employing non-union men in their places. 


Oregon. 


The Sun (Marshfield) : When the nationalist proposition 
of state fire insurance shall be brought to the front, a very 
powerful argument in its favor will be the very large pro- 
portion of the insurance in our states which is done by 
foreign and especially British companies, and the conse- 
quent tribute paid by our people to foreign capitalists. The 
states will not need to forbid the foreign private companies 
any more than domestic ones, to do business, but seeking 


no profit and having none of the expenses of competition, 
they will underbid them beyond the hope of rivalry. 


Ohio. 


The last annual report of the state labor commissioner 
shows the average wages in the state to be $337.60, or 
$1.13 per day at an average of nine and one half hours. 


Washington. 


Seattle has municipal water works. The profit from 
them for the month of February, over and above operating 
expenses, was $7,453.35. 


Miscellaneous. 


One fourth of the land of Scotland is owned by 12 
persons. 


Switzerland has made paper money, issued by the govern- 
ment, the only legal tender in the country. This has not 
driven gold or silver from the country, but protects the 
people from the power of the usurers. 


Progressive Age (Minneaprlis) : The opponents of nation- 
alization of the liquor traffic stigmatize state agents as 
“government saloon keepers,” and even assert that they 
cannot be moral men. What about the government agents 
in Maine and other prohibition states ? 


A Philadelphian who is in the telephone business, states 
that the instruments for which subscribers in New York are 
charged $150 per annum, cost but $3.42 to manufacture, 
and that the company which he represents selis for export 
a complete subscriber’s outfit for from $15 to $17. The 
charge for a long-distance instrument in New York is $90, 
making the total charge $240. The charge in Montreal per 
annum is $35, and at that price has a single line to each 
subscriber. In Berlin and most other German cities the 
rate is from $3 to $3.50 per month, and in London $4 per 
month. At Barbadoes and Trinidad the rate is from $2.50 
to $4 a month, while in Venezuela the rate is $36 a year, 
and $60 in Mexico. 


Rey. F. 8. Parkhurst, pastor of the Frank street Metho- 
dist church, Rochester, N. Y., rccently delivered a sermon 
in which he said: “ A new economy is being recognized by 
capitalists and wage earners, that of common brotherhood, 
which has called into being the profit-sharing theory. 
Christian social unions are being formed, chairs of sociology 
established in our colleges. Let us strive to always recog- 
nize this common brotherhood, and see that ye fall not out 
by the way.” 


Joseph R. Buchanan states that in a recent conversation 
with a special agent of the national bureau of labor statis- 
tics, who had just returned from an official investigation of 
labor in Pennsylvania, the latter said: “Show mea place in 
Russia where the people are miserable and starving and I 
will match it in Pennsylvania. Show me a community in 
Europe where the poor have lost all hope and are only 
waiting for death to release them from their sufferings and 
I will match it in Pennsylvania.” 


The National Cordage company has raised the price of 
twine from 1 1-4 to 1 1-2 cents per pound higher than last 
year’s price. Retail dealers will be obliged to charge 12 
cents per pound, though some who were fortunate enough 
to place their contracts before the trust secured absolute 
control, can make lower rates. 


Weymouth Gazette: No one is surprised at the an- 
nounced advance in the price of coal. When the big trust 
was recently formed the statement that its purpose was to 
save the expenses of competition and reduce the cost was 
“too thin.” There may be a saving, but the people are not 
to receive the benefit of it. The poor people come pretty 
near to being “ fooled all the time.” 


a ge eg RE NIE WW ON A ON, 
THE DISCOVERY OF AMERICA. 


With some account of Ancient America and the Spanish Conquest. By 
Joun Fiske. With a portrait of Mr. Fiske, many maps and other illustrations. 

The discovery of America has never before been treated with the fullness 
and the wonderful charm of narrative which characterize this work. 


Mr. Fiske’s Other Books of History: 


The Beginnings of New England; |The Critical Period of American 
Or, The Puritan Theocracy in its re- History, 1783-1789. 


lation to Civil and Religious Liberty. 


With a map and Bibliography. Ninth 
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A Golden Gossip. 


A Neighborhood Story, showing the excel- 
lent effect of good gossip, with a kind 
motive. By Mrs. A. D. T. WHITNEY, 
author of ‘‘ The Gayworthys,”’ “‘ Faith Gart- 
ney’s Girlhood,” etc. $1.50. 


Equatorial America, 


A book full of information, describing a 
Visit to St. Thomas, Martinique, Barba- 
does, and the Principal Capitals of South 
America. By MaTuRIN M. BALLOU, au- 
thor of ‘‘ Due West,” ‘‘ Due South,” ‘* Due 
North,’”’ ‘“‘Under the Southern Cross,” 


Sixth Edition. Crown 8vo. $2.00. 


The American Revolution. 
With Plans of Battles and a new 


Edition. Crown 8vo, $2.00. 


The War of Independence. 
In the Riverside Library for Young 


‘The New Eldorado,” ‘‘ Aztec Land,’’ etc. 
Each, crown 8vo, $1.50. 


Roger Hunt, 


ee ; ; ¢ , Tdition. A Novel, bringing out in a striking way the 
Steel Portrait of Washington from a ue Mia SS ged eer eae Goes waina ond losses in a married life 
miniature never before reproduced. : of thorough selfishness. By CeLia P. 
Fourth Edition. 2 vols., crown 8v0.| Civil Government in the United| Woottey, author of “Rachel Armstrong,” 
$4.00. States. and “A Girl Graduate.” 16mo, $1.25. 

—— The Rescue of an Old Place, 
; Ma ; s. $1.25. 
American Statesmen. Ey Ma rn ee 


An interesting story of an experiment to 
restore an old farm to productiveness and 
beauty. Trees were planted, waste places 
cleared, a worn-out orchard rejuvenated, 
knolls leveled, and worms and other pests 
routed. 


San Salvador. 


By Mary Acnes TrncKker, author of 
“Two Coronets,” etc. $1.25. 


A story of peculiar interest, describing an 
ideal of society and of life. 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO. _ 
Lessons in Sanitary Plumbing. 


John Quincy Adams. By John T. Morse, Jr. 
Alexander Hamilton. By H. Cabot Lodge. 
John C. Colhoun. By Dr. H. Von Holst. 
Andrew Jackson. By Prof. Wm. G. Sumner. 
John Randolph. Hy Henry Adams. 

James Monroe. By D. C. Gilman. 

Thomas Jefferson. By John T. Morse, Jr. 
Daniel Webster. By Henry C. Lodge. 
Albert Gallatin. By John Austin Stevens. 
James Madison. By Sydney Howard Gay. John Jay. By George Pellow. 

John Adams. By John T. Morse, Jr. Lewis Case. Andrew C. McLaughlin. 


Each volume 16mo, gilt top» $1.25; half morocco, $2.50. 


John Marshall. By Allan B. Magruder. 
Samuel Adams. By Prof. Jas. K. Hosmer. 
Thomas Hart Benton. By Theo. Roosevelt. 
Henry Clay. By Carl Schurz. 2 vols. 
Patrick Henry. By Moes Coit Tyler. 
Gouverneur Morris. By Theo. Roosevelt. 
Martin Van Buren. By Edward M. Shepard. 
George Washington. By H.C. Lodge. 2 vols, 
Benjamin Franklin. By John T. Morse, Jr. 


LESSON NO. 3. 


In our last lesson we showed by cuts the great economy attained by using the scientific Sanitas System of plumbing in place of the 
ordinary complicated “‘back vent”? system. As can readily be understood by comparing these cuts which we reproduce today, the saving 
to the owner of a building amounts to from 10 to 50 per cent of the 
entire cost of the plumbing, or a saving of from a hundred to several 
thousand dollars, from the use of this simpler system. We have 
letters from architects, owners and others stating the amount saved 
in single buildings by the use of the Sanitas Traps. One axghitect 
saved his client $2000 in an office building, and another over $3000_ 


in a large apartment house by their use. 


The London ‘‘Sanitary Record,’ the foremost magazine of the 


“BACK VENT” SYSTEM. 
Complexity with Inseourity. 


world on Sanitary Engineering, prints fourteen editorial columns on 


the Sanitas Trap and says of it: ‘‘I1T Is THE BEST EXAMPLE THAT 


SANITAS SYSTEM. 
Simpllolty with Seourity. 


WE HAVE AT PRESENT OF AN ANTISIPHONIC TRAP.”’ 


MANUFACTURED BY THE 


Smith & Anthony Stove Company, 


Boston, New York and Chicago. 
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BOND-HOLDERS and 
BREAD-WINNERS. 


BY S. S. KING, ESQ., KANSAS CITY, KANSAS. 
— 
The most powerful book of the year. Its 
argument is irresistable. You should read it. 


President L. L. Polk, National F. A. & I. 
U., says: ‘“‘It should be placed in the hands 
of every voter of this country.” 


PRICE, POSTPAID, 25c. 


List of important books. Address all 


orders to 


Arena Publishing Company, 
COPLEY saQ. BOSTON, MASS. 


A SECRET EXPOSED! 


The secret is this—the book What’s the 
Trouble, of which we have just published 
a second revised edition has excited so much 
curiosity from the fearless manner in which it 
exposes the industrial evils of today, that we 
feel it is but justice to the author, Rev. F. E. 
Tower, of Bristol, Conn., to state that the 
chapters of this book were originally delivered 
as a series of sermons from his pulpit. 

There are very few ministers of the gospel in 
this land who would dare treat their congrega- 
tions to the series of truths that this book con- 
tains between its covers. 


A.J. PHILPOTT & Co., Publishers, 
54 Pearl Street, Boston, Mass. 


WHAT IS COMMUNISM? 


A Narrative of the Relief Community. 


This is a book of 424 pages, giving an interesting 

and entertaining explanation of the principles, or- 

anization and practical details of Community 

Ronee’ with common PEODEEYS united labor, mu- 
a, 


tual support, and equal rights to all, so as to secure 


much greater wealth, comfort and enjoyment inall 
the affairs of life to all the members than can pos- 
sibly be obtained inthe ordinary separate way of 
living. 

It Biso contains a simple and 
which Communities may be established all over the 
country and consolidated so aé to finally and speed- 
lly secure the adoption of common property and 
united labor by our government, in which every 
citizen will be required to work according to his 
ability for the Community of which he is amember 
and be supplied thereby with everything it can 
afford according to his wants. 

All who are interested in improving society inany 
way, or who might wish to secure the great riches 
and pleasures of a Community home for themselves, 
should readit. It will besent by mail to any ad- 

‘ess, for 60 cts.,by the publisher 


A. LONGLEY, 901 Olive street, St. Louis, Mo. 


THE GORN BELT °f Spzh 


Dakota. 


Offers the greatest opportunities to actual 
farmers and homeseekers of any section in the 
United States. The soil is unexcelled for fer- 
tility. Water good. Climate temperate and 
very healthful; settled by intelligent and 
progressive people, with the best of social, 
religious and educational advantages. 

Land is now rapidly appreciating in value, 
but the best unimproved land can be bought 
at from $6 to $10 per acre, and good improved 
farms from $10 to $15 per acre. 

Fifteen years residence in this section, five 
of them spent in locating settlers, has given 
me a thorough acquaintance with the land 
in this section. 

Full information as to the country with 
prices, terms and description of a large list of 
land which can be bought very cheap, will be 
geven by addressing 


EK. 8. JOHNSTON, Mitchell, 8. D. 


ractical plan by 


MEETINGS OF NATIONALIST CLUBS 


Are held as follows, and all persons inter- 
ested will be gladly welcomed at any of these 
meetings: — 


Boston. — First Nationalist Club. Reception 
rooms at 184 Boylston street; open daily. 
Information and publications on National- 
ism furnished to any desiring them. Regular 
meeting of the Club, 2d Wednesday of each 
month, 


Boston.— Second Nationalist will meet every 
Sunday evening in William Parkman Hall, 
3 Boylston place. The public are cordially 
invited. 


Haverhill. — First Nationalist, business meet- 
ing, 2d Wednesday of each month. Meeting 
every Sunday evening at 8 Pp. M., at 73 Mer- 
rimack street, rooms 5 and 6. (Pamphlets 
solicited.) Rooms open every evening. 


Philadelphia, Pa.— First Nationalist meets 
1st and 3d Friday evenings, at Earley’s hall, 
1321 Arch street. 


San Francisco, Cal.— The Pacific Club 
holds weekly Sunday evening propaganda 
meetings, at 9094 Market street. 


Oakland, Cal.— The New Nation Club, busi- 
ness meeting, lst Monday of each month. 
Public meeting every Friday at8 P.M. 865 
Broadway. (Reorganized from 1st National- 
ist.) ‘ 

South Framingham, Mass.— Club does not 
meet regularly. W. D. McPherson, secre- 
tary, solicits correspondence and pamphlets 
for distribution. 


THE SOCIAL SCIENCE LIBRARY 


OF THE BEST AUTHORS. € 
PUBLISHED MONTHLY AT POPULAR PRICES 
_Rev. W. D. P. BLISS, Editor. 


Paper Cover, 25 cents each, or $2.50 a Yeai 
for 12 Numbers. 
Cloth, extra, 75 cents each, or $7.50 a Year fo 
2 Numbers. 


Which p) ices include postage to any part of the United 
States, Carada, or Mexico. Subscriptions may com 
mence at a) y number, and are payable in advance, 


NOW READY, 


1, Six Conturies of Work and Wages. By James KL 
Thorold Rogers, M. P. Abridged, with charts 
andsummary. By W. D.L.Bliss. Introduction 
by Prof. R, 'l. Ely. ‘ 

2. The Socialism of John Stuart Mill. The only col 

lection of Mill’s writings on Socialism. 

The Socialism and Unsocialism of Thomas Carlyle. 
A collection of Carlyle’s social writings; together 
with Joseph Mazzini’s famous essay protesting 
against Carlyle’s views. Vol. 1. ~ 

The Socialism and Unsocialism of Thomas Carlyle. 
Vol. IL. 2 eS 

William Morris, Poet, Artist, Socialist. A sclec- 
tion from his writings together with a sketch of the 
man. Kdited by Francis Watts Lee. 

6. The Fabyan Essays. American Edition with In- 

troduction and Notes. By H. G. Wilshire. 

XG a Economics of Herbert Spencer. By W. C. 

wen. 


THE HUMBOLDT PUBLISHING CO., 
10 ASTOR PLACE, NEW YORK. 


The World’s Columbian Exposition. 


Send 50 cents to Bond & Co., 576 Rookery, 
Chicago, and you will receive, postpaid, a 400 
page advance Guide to the Exposition, with 
elegant Engravings of the Grounds and Build- 
ings, Portraits of its leading spirits and a Map 
of the City of Chicago; all of the rules govern- 
ing the Exposition and Exhibitors and all in- 
formation which can be given out in advance 
of its opening. Also, other Engravings and 
printed information will be sent you as pub- 
lished. It will be a very valuable book and 
every person should secure a copy. 


FOR PEOPLES PARTY NEWS 


READ 


THE NEW NATION. 


Medium-Priced 


Goods, as well as those of the 
more costly varieties, are to be 
found in full assortment in our 
spring stock. 

In our experience in catering 
to the public — covering three- 
quarters of a century — we have 
found that it is possible to fur- 
nish both guality and effect with- 
out going into the extremes of 
price. : 

Call and inspect the display 
now made at our new store. 
This will show you exactly where 
IGsisi: 


BosTon COMMON 


NO BETTER GOODS are made than 
we sell! 

NO LOWER PRICES are named than 
we quote! 


John H. Pray, Sons & Go, 


Carpets, Rugs, Upholstery Fabrics, 
646 to 658 WASHINCTON ST., 
Opposite Boylston St. 


DAILY AND WEEKLY OBSERVER. 


A Progressive, Independent Newspaper de- 
yoted to the best interests of the people. 


STEPHEN BOWERS, PH.D., EDITOR. 
Weekly: Price, $1 a year. 
Address, The Observer, 


Ventura, California. 


A WEEKLY 
Freedom, Fellowship and Character in Religion. 


JOURNAL OF 

Eight four-column pages, well printed. A 

liberal sermon every week, with live articles on 

currant topics. $1 a year. Circulation, 8,000. 
Advertising, 12 cents a line. 


Ten weeks on trial for ten cents in stamps. 


CHAS. H. KERR & CO,, Pubs., 175 Dearborn St., Chicago, 
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FITCHBURG RAILROAD. 


Superb Equipment, Excellent Train Service, 
Fast Time, and Courteous Employees 
make the 


HOOSAC TUNNEL ROUTE 


The Favorite Line from Boston to Troy, Al- 
bany, Saratoga, Lake George, Adirondack and 
Catskill Mountains, Syracuse, Rochester, Buf- 
falo, Niagara Falls, Hamilton, Toronto, Cleve- 
land, Detroit, Cincinnati, Chicago, St. Louis, 
and all points West, Southwest and Northwest. 


FAST EXPRESS TRAINS 


With elegant PALACE PARLOR and 
SLEEPING CARS to and from 
BOSTON and CHICAGO, 
—AND— 
BOSTON and ST. LOUIS, 
VIA 


NIAGARA FALLS, 


without change. 


The Popular Route for all points in Northern 
New York, Vermont and Canada. The Only 
Line running through cars, without change, 
from Boston to Rutland, Brandon, Middlebury, 
Vergennes and Burlington, Vt. The Pictur- 
esque Route from Boston to St. Albans, St. 
Johns, Ogdensburg, Ottawa, Montreal and 
Quebec. 


Elegant Palace Parlor and Sleeping Cars to 


and from Boston and Montreal without)”. g ogpoRN 


change. 


For Time Tables, Parlor and Sleeping Car 
accomodations, or further information, apply 
to any Agent of the Fitchburg Railroad and at 


250 Washington Street, or 


Fitchburg R.R. Passenger Station, Boston. 
J. R. WATSON, General Pass. Agent. 


This is Practical Nationalism. 


Municipal Ownership of Gas in 
the United States, 


By Prof. E. W. BEMIS, Ph.D., of Vanderbilt University. 


Paper, $1.00, For sale at Office of The New 
Nation. Sent postpaid on receipt of price. 


BEAUTIFUL CHRISTMAS CARDS 


and sample copy St. Louis Magazine for 10 
These cards sell inall stores for 10c each. Cc 
St. Louis Magazine, Olive St., St. Louis, Mo. 


THE DAKOTA RURALIST, 


The Official Organ of the South Dakota Farm- 
ers’ Alliance. Edited by 


H. L. LOUCKS, Vice-President National F. A. & I. U. 


One of the ablest exponents of Alliance 
demands. People who would like to be posted 
on this great reform movement should sub- 
scribe for it. 

Price, $1.00 a year. 
We can club it with The New Nation, the two 
for $2.15. Address, 
Dakota Ruralist, Huron, S. D. 
PEOPLE'S PARTY ror aun" comisa cuiaax. “all 


Outfit 30c. CHARLES H, KERR & CO., Pubs., Chicago, 


THE NEW WEBSTER 


Successor of the Unabridged. 


Sy 
S 


WEBSTER'S 
INTERNATIONAL 
DICTIONARY 


A GRAND INVESTMENT 
¥or the Family, the School or the Library, 


The work of revision occupied over ten 
years, more than a hundred editorial la- 
borers having been employed, and over 
$300,000 expended before the first copy 
was printed. 

SOLD BY ALL BOOKSELLERS. 

A Pamphlet of specimen es, illustrations, 
Poatinagal ale etc., sent free by the publishers. 

Caution is needed in purchasing s dictiona- 
Ty, as photographic reprints of a comparatively 
worthless edition of Webster are being marketed 
under various names, often by misrepresentation. 

GET THE BEST, 
The International, which bears the imprint of 


G. & C. MERRIAM & CO., 
PUBLISHERS, ¢ 
SPRINGFIELD, Mass., U.S.A. 


The Sault Ste. Marie News, 


SAULT STE. MARIE, MICH. 


Proprietor. 


A progressive eight-page, seven-column 
weekly. Published all at home. Represen- 
tative journal of Northern Michigan. Circu- 
lation, 3000. Unsurpassed as an advertising 
medium. Write for terms and sample copies. 


“Alliance Grubber, 


The Lightest, Weight 200 Ibs. The Strongest, 
Handiest and Cheapest. 


Price, $50. 
Address, 


W. SMITH & CO., 
Ottumwa, Ia. 


Mills Weekly. World. 


Is trying to help those who are trying to help 
themselves. Each week its column are filled 
with live editorials and true reformers every- 
where are invited to contribute to its columns, 


Catalogue free. 


Terms: $1.00 per year. 
Three months 25 cents. Send for sample 
copies. Address all communication to 


WEEKLY WORLD, Parsons, Kas. 


PRINTING. 


Parties desirious of obtaining rock bottom 
prices on all kinds of printing will make no 
mistake if they address us. We have all mod- 
ern facilities and will quote prices that will 
astonish you. We care not whether you have 
$1 or $1000 worth done. 


Cylinder Presswork, from Plates, 50 
Z cents per 1000. 


Our representative will call upon you if so 
advised. Address, 


P. O. Box N, NEWBURYPORT, MASS. 


LDitson’s 


50° 


Music Books. 
Latest Series! Just Issued ! 


Ne Plus Ultra Piano Collection. 
160 pages. Brilliant but easy pieces. 


Ne Plus Ultra Ballad Collection. 
160 pages. Latest and best songs. 


Ne Plus Ultra Song and Chorus Coll’n. 
Each song has a ringing chorus. 


Ne Plus Ultra Dance Collection. 
Every style of dance music ; not difficult. 


All these books are large sheet 


music size. 
Any Volume sent postpaid for [50c. 


OLIVER DITSON COMPANY, 


453-463 Washington Street. 
C. H. DITSON & CO., 867 BROADWAY, N. Y. 


THE NATIONALIZATION NEWS, 


THE MONTHLY JOURNAL 


OF THE 


Nationalization of Labor Society. 


Established to promote the system proposed in 
“ Looking Backward.” 


One Penny per Copy: One Shilling per year, 
besides Postage. 


65 Barbican, 


LONDON, E. C., ENGLAND 
Subscribe for the 


Omaha _ Tocsin. 


F. A. ALLEN 
WILLIS HUDSPETH } Editors, 


The Tocsin is an 8-page, 48-column People’s 
Party paper, filled with the best reform matter 
attainable and with the choicest news matter 
generally that can be procured. Its price is 
only $1 a year, or 25 cents per quarter. Send 
for free sample copy. Address, 


Omaha Tocsin, Omaha, Neb. 
THE SOCIOLOGIC NEWS. 


Published in the interests of Industrial 
Co-operation. Plain and practical. Issued 
Monthly. Price, 50 cents a year. Sample 
copies free. 

IMOGENE C. FALES, Editor. 
05; Macon St., Brooklyn, N. Y, 
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THE WOMAN'S TRIBUNE. 


Published at Washington, D. €., 826 12th St, N. W. 


[Founded in 1883 at Beatrice, Nebraska. ] 
eee (yes 

It is the leading woman suffrage paper in the 
United States. It is the cheapest woman suff- 
rage paper in the world for the size. It is the 
only woman suffrage paper contributed to, by 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton. Her reminiscences 
are a special feature and her woman’s bible is 
shortly to be published in it. It has full re- 
ports of all important features of national and 
state work of woman suffrage associations. It 
has a summary of whatever is of interest relat- 
ing to the advancement of women. It has 
many able contributors who treat of general 
topics. It has a weekly record of the doings 
in Congress. It has a corner for the children. 
[A special feature just now is a description of 
things of interest in and about Washington. ] 
It has a little nonsense and much choice poetry. 


Send $1.00 for one year’s subscription. 


Send Ten Cents for five sample copies. A large 
number of valuable books are offered as pre- 
miums. Begin the yearly subscriptions with 
January lst so as to have the volume com- 
plete, for it is full of articles of historic value 
and is indexed at the end of the year. 


CLARA BEWICK COLBY, 


EDITOR AND PUBLISHER. 


Send $1.00 to the Woman’s Tribune for the 
Life of Anna Ella Carroll, and answer to the 
mystery ‘‘ Who planned the Tennessee Cam- 
paign ?”’ 


EINE es sto ree 


A 48-page book free. Address, 


W. T. FITZ GERALD, Attorney-at-law. 
Cor. 8th and F Sts. Washington, D.C. 


THE HARTFORD POST. 


The Largest Daily Paper in Connecticut. The 
Leading Republican Paper of the State. 
Full Associated Press Dispatches. 


Daily . $8.00 per annum. 
Weekly. 1.00 per annum. 
Try it and you will like it. Sample copies 
free. Address, 


25 Asylum Street, Hartford, Conn. 


The Sentinel and Farmer’s Voice 


Is the name of a newspaper printed at 
Greenville, Mich., in the interests of the farm- 
ing classes. 


Subscription Price, $1.00 per year. 


Edited by J. M. Potter, ex-secretary of the 
Michigan Farmer’s Alliance and Industrial 
Union. Send for sample. 


If you want to keep posted on the 
People’s Party movement in the West, 
send $1.00 to the 


PEOPLE’S VOICE, 
Wellington, Kansas, 


and receive the brightest advocate of 

the people’s cause in that section for a 

year. Six months for 50 cents. 
LYMAN NAUGLE, Publisher. 


Qne Horse 2-Wheel, and Two 


Horse 4-Wheel Street-Sweepers, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


The Edson Manufacturing Co. 


132 Commercial Street, Boston, Mass. 
ALSO, CONSTRUCTOR OF 


Steerers, Capstans, Winches, &c. 
Considerations proving the immense 


Increase of Wealth Production 
Assured by a SINGLE NATIONAL SynDICATE or Nationalism, and the various 


ITEMS OF WASTE 


of Energy occasioned by the competitive system 


with their depressing effect on the Arts and Sciences, are set forth in Putnam’s 
“ Architecture under Nationalism,” published by Ticknor & Co., Boston. 


Sent by The New Nation on receipt of price, 25 cents. 


< 


The Johnies are a’ Coming. 


If you want the news regarding the politi- 
cal situation in Georgia and the South you 
should subscribe for 


The People’s Party Paper, 


published at Atlanta, Ga. Price $1.00 per 
year. Trial subscription, 10 cents for eight 
weeks. 

Congressman Tom WATSON writes regularly 
for the paper. C. C. Post is on the editorial 
staff. HELEN WILMANS is a contributor. 

The Johnies are on the move and if you 
want to keep posted on the situation at the 
front, subscribe for the 


PEOPLE’S PARTY PAPER, 
1174 Whitehall St., Atlanta, Ga. 


FREE!  FREE!! 


A Solid Silver Watch. 
Dee oes 

Send your name and address and the names 
of ten yearly subscribers and we will send you 
a SOLID SILVER WATCH, gnaranteed value 
$25, by prepaid express. 

This offer good for sixty days only. 

Make all remittances by P. O. order or ex- 
press. 

$1 a year. 

Address, 


Sample copy free. 


THE EMPLOYER, 
23 East 14th St., N. Y. 
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The New Nation for One Year— One Dollar. 


This is the best bargain in the way of a reform newspaper we know of. Lat l 
Nationalism is gaining converts among all classes and it should knock at the door of every voter and citizen in the land. 
The means of reaching the masses are very incomplete. 


ture. 


press shows very little interest in chronicling the advance of the movement. 


It is a service to the cause.of nationalism to spread its litera- 


The daily 
Will 


our friends take advantage of the agency at hand and sce that libraries, associations and progressive men and women generally are given 


an opportunity to read Tie New Nation ? 


This is the most important and critical year for the republic since 1860. 
of business for the beneflt of the public is coming to the front. 
of 1892, Te NEw NATION, it seems to us, is the cheapest and best means to that end. 


Parties are breaking up. The philosophy of public conduct 
If you wish to keep informed, step by step, as to the progress of the drama 
It has the ear of the reform public; its avenues of 


information are constantly widening, and it supplements the news of the day as printed in the capitalistic press by pointing out the stages 
of economic development that must lead directly to an economic democracy. You can read the daily papers more intelligently after you 


have read Tuk NEw NATION. 


OUR OFFER. 


The New Nation, one year, postpaid 
A club of ten subscribers, one year, postpaid . 


A brainy success. — [Amesbury (Mass.) 
News. 

Bright and crisp as a new dollar bill.— 
[Hartford (Ct.) Times. 

Bears in every column the impress of a noble 
impulse and a determined purpose — [Medical 
World, Philadelphia. 

A neater, more newsy or more ably edited 
paper, it has not been our good fortune to 
read,—~ [Farmers’ Cause, Thomaston, Me. 

Ably written, and is radical in its discussion 
of economic questions.— [Lynchburg Virgin- 
ian. 

The workmanship of the paper is perfect, 
and in great contrast with that of the organs 
of most other reform movements.— [Lowell 


(Mass.) Citizen. 
Address, 


Decidedly a newspaper. — [Springfield 
(Mass.) Republican. 


The New Nation is a newspaper, not merely 
a magazine of essays supplied laigely by vol- 
unteer work and contributions.—[ The Buffalo 
(N.Y.) Commercial. 


One of the most meaty papers published. 
It teaches nationalism in its broadest sense, 
and is comprehensive to the casual student. 
— [Topeka (Kan.) Alliance Tribune. 


Every one who has at heart the meral, so- 
cial or religious uplifting of the human race 
should read Bellamy’s ideas, and then he will 
be surprised to think that the world has not 
adopted his system generations ago.— [Rush- 
ville (Neb.) Sun, 


$1.00. 
: 8.00. 


Neat and newsy.— [Putnam (Ct.) Standard. 


A capable instrument for reform and for 
the spread of the principles of nationalism. — 
[Portsmouth (N.H.) Journal. 


We find ourselves in ‘‘ touch”’ with so many 
things in its columns that we feel it essential, 
almost, to our own existence.— [San Francisco 
(Cal.) Star. 


Nothing can be found in the way of diatribe 
and there is no coarse denunciation of any 
class.— [New Bedford (Mass.) Mercury. 


If Mr. Bellamy’s health hold out, we shall 
have in this publication the best presentment 
in advanced social views now published in 
America.— [Tacoma (Wash.) Globe. 


The New Nation, 13 Winter St., Boston. 


Lee and Shepard’s New Books 


Wood Notes Wild. 


Notations of Bird Music. By Simeon 
Pease CuEney. Collected and ar- 
ranged, appendix, notes and bibliog- 
raphy, by John Vance Cheney. Price, 
$2.00 


Observation convinced Mr. Cheney that all 
music in nature, animate and inanimate, 1s 
worthy of study and imitation, that it gives 
out charming tones and forms pleasing melo- 
dic strains, and he supports this statement by 
giving the songs of many birds in musical no- 
tation on the statf.— Brooklyn Citizen. 


The Golden Guess. 
A Series of Essays. By Jonn Vancu 
Cueney, Librarian of San Francisco 
Public Library. Cloth, $1.50. 


The following list of their subjects will give 
an idea of the breadth and scope of the work: 
‘““The Old Notion of Poetry,’ ‘‘ Who are the 
Great Poets ?’’ Matthew Arnold, the English 
Critic,’ “ What about Browning?” ‘t Haw- 
thorne,’”’ ‘‘Tennyson and his Critics,’ ‘‘ Six 
Minutes with Swinburne,” ‘Music, or the 
Tone Poetry.” 


It Came to Pass. 

By Mary Farney SAnporn, the anthor 
of “Sweet and Twenty.” Paper, 50 
cents ; cloth, $1.00 
‘It Came to Pass’’ has a larger scope and 

a more varied cast of characters than its pre- 

decessor. The book abounds in bright asides, 


which show that the writer has looked at life 
with clear and intelligent eyes. 


The Presumption of Sex. 


By Oscar Fay Apams, Cloth, gilt 


top, $1.00. 


Mr. Adams, with his literal instincts and 
tastes, has prepared some very clever, if some- 
times severe, papers. They hit the mark in 
the way of refined criticisms and are enter- 
taining and instructive reading. — Boston 
Times. 


Dreams of the Dead. 


By Epwarp Sran'ron, with an Intro- 
duction by Epwarp S. Huntineton. 
Third Edition. Paper, 50 cts.; cloth, 
$1.00. 


In spite of its grewsomness ‘‘ Dreams of the 
Dead” is one of the great kooks of the day. 
There is throughout its pages a great love for 
humanity, and its influence will be found 
always on the side of right living and think- 
ing.’’— Boston Sunday Times. 


God’s Image in Man. 


Some Intuitive Perceptions of Truth. 
By Henry Woon, author of “Edward 
Burton,” “ Natural Law in the Busi- 
ness World,” etc., etc. Cloth, $1.00. 


Under the great subjects, the ‘‘ Nature of 
God,”’ ‘‘ Revelation Through Nature,’’ ‘* Uni- 
versality of Law,” ‘‘ Man’s Dual Nature” and 
other pre-eminently important themes, the 
writer does not enter into theological argu- 
ments, though he characterizes many as false 
and distorted, but attempts to reconcile reli- 
gion with the scientific view of nature. 


The Woman’s Manual of 
Parliamentary Law. 


By Harriette R. Suarruck, Presi- 
dent of the Boston Political Class. 
Second Edition. Cloth, 75 cents. 


Especially valuable to women forming clubs 
or organizations were it is important that 
meetings be conducted properly. The thou- 
sands of women conducting organizations will 
find the little book just what they need. The 
facts are given briefly, with a summary at the 
end of each chapter. 


Tatters. 


By Brutaun. Author of Zarailla, etc. 
Paper, 50 cents ; cloth, $1.00. 


The scene of *‘ Tatters’’ is laid in the slums 
of London and in other English cities. The 
plot is remarkably well drawn, and the story 
skillfully told, the description of Oxford life 
being specially good. A portrait of the author 
accompanies the volume. 


Onoqua. An Indian Story. 
Paper, 50 


By Frances C. SpARHAWwK. 
cents ; cloth, $1.00. 


The story is remarkably well told and at 
times very dramatic. It is a strongly written 
plea for the educated Indian, and points out 
very clearly the mistake of leaving the edu- 
cated Indians to make their way unaided 
against the superstitions and enmity of the 
uneducated. 


{@= Any of the above sent by mail on receipt of price. 
LEE and SHEPARD Publishers Boston Mass. 


